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of the articles are very good but we desire especially to
praise those on Injuries of the Head and Diseases of the

Breast.

The Preparation and After-Treatment of Section Cases. By
W. J. STEWART McKAY, M.B., M.Ch., B.Sc. Sydney,
Senior Surgeon to the Lewisham Hospital for Women and
Children, Sydney. With 10 plates and 134 drawings.
London: Bailli&egrave;re, Tindall, and Cox. 1905. Royal 8vo,
pp. 672. Price 15s. net.

To every surgeon the preparation and after-treatment of
his abdominal cases must be a matter of the utmost import-
ance, but whether the subject is so important as to warrant
a volume of 672 pages being written about it may well be
questioned. We cannot but admire the painstaking care
with which Dr. McKay has compiled this book and it un-

doubtedly contains a great deal of most valuable informa-
tion. The author, as he truly says in his preface, has set
down anything and everything that will be a help to the

young surgeon. The result is, as he himself admits, that the
work has assumed undue proportions, yet there is but little we
would wish to see omitted. Acting on the advice of the late
Mr. Lawson Tait the author made himself acquainted with
the work done in many of the clinics on the continent and
he has embodied the knowledge thus gained in his work.
The first 19 chapters are devoted to an account of the

preparation of the patient, the sterilisation of instruments
and dressings, the furnishing of theatres, and other details
of antisepsis and asepsis. The next ten chapters are con-
cerned with the after-treatment of the patients and the con-
clusions to be drawn from observations on the pulse, tem-
perature, tongue, and so on, while the rest of the work deals
with the various complications which may follow an

abdominal section and their treatment.
In the chapter in which the fitting out of an operating

room is considered stress is laid on the many advantages
of moveable wash-hand basins over fixed ones. This is

really an important point and even at the present time
modern theatres are fitted with fixed hand basins which are
almost impossible to clean and which can never be sterilised.
The different methods of sterilising catgut are described at
considerable length. The author acknowledges that he has
lost a case from the use of this material and yet he appears
still to employ it. For our own part we do not think that its
advantages counterbalance the great difficulties experienced
in completely sterilising it. Dr. McKay uses gauze sponges
but he does not mention the very useful and safe method of

using sterilised gauze as sponges in rolls sufficiently long
to prevent their being lost in the abdominal cavity. Many
operators now always use these in abdominal surgery. For
disinfection of the hands the author recommends Lockwood’s
method of employing a solution of biniodide of mercury in
spirit. He is strongly in favour of rubber gloves.
The part of the book which we consider most valuable

is that dealing with the after-complications of abdo-

minal sections. Dr. McKay has made a point of very

carefully watching his cases and his descriptions of the

symptoms, diagnosis, and treatment of those dreaded

sequel&aelig; severe shock, h&aelig;morrhage, septic infection, and
peritonitis are particularly good. Other chapters, too,
which bear evidence of the author’s accurate powers of
clinical observation are those on the tongue, the pulse, the
temperature, and the respiration. Dr. McKay has come to
the conclusion that the only purgatives of any value in the
treatment of cases of abdominal section are calomel,
elaterium (best combined with the calomel), sulphate of

magnesium, croton oil, and castor oil. He suggests the
fact that calomel so often fails to act by itself is due to the

great care with which it is manufactured at the present day.
When the cheaper varieties containing some sublimate are
employed it acts much more effectually. Schmiederberg,

further, has pointed out that calomel acts chiefly on the
intestinal ganglia and these are often partially paralysed and
difficult to stimulate, especially in cases of shock or peri-
tonitis. Dr. McKay finds that a combination of three grains
of calomel and two grains of pulvis elaterini compositus
acts most efficiently. In the treatment of the wound after

removal of the stitches the mortise and tenon method of

applying strips of plaster is described but nothing is said of
the much better and more efficient plan of applying a many-
tailed binder of strapping completely round the abdomen.

In discussing ileus and pseudo-ileus the author states

that he believes, in contradistinction to Treves and others,
that if even a small annular section of the bowel loses its

contractility it is capable of acting as a complete obstruc-
tion to the passage of its contents and so an ileus or

a pseudo-ileus may be produced. He maintains that since
true peristaltic contraction is a coordinated reflex carried
out by the local nerve centres in the wall of the gut, the
paralysis of a segment of the gut will prevent that

augmentation of contraction above and inhibition of con-

traction below any point which are necessary before any
object in the bowel can be moved on.
Some of the most interesting of the remaining chapters

are those on peritonitis and its treatment, post-operative
adhesions and intestinal obstruction, foreign bodies left
in the peritoneal cavity, and post-operative hernia. The
book is one which we can recommend strongly to every
surgeon as even the most experienced will not fail to learn
something from its perusal.

LIBRARY TABLE.

The Preparation and Mounting of Microscopic Objects. By
THOMAS DAVIES. Edited by JOHN MATTHEWS, M.D. Edin.,
F.R.M.S. London : C. A. Pearson, Limited. 1905. Pp. 214.
Price 2s.-This is a new edition of a well-known little book,
the first edition of which was published in 1863, and it will
be found extremely useful to all beginners in microscopy
and for general work with the microscope. It is stated
in the preface that additions have been made in order to
extend I the usefulness of the book to a new class of

readers-the medical student and the junior medical

practitioner. To this end, besides other matter, a brief

prefatory chapter has been added embracing the elements
of preliminary histological manipulation." The references
to blood and method of staining, for example, are, how-

ever, too brief for the purposes of the present-day
medical student, while the biologist and the histologist will
naturally refer to larger works. On the other hand, the
book contains almost everything which the general, as
distinct from the particular, student of microscopy may
desire to know, and several useful suggestions are given for
the improvising and making of home-made accessories. There-
are a good index and a few illustrations. So much excellent
matter is provided at a low price that it is, perhaps, un-
grateful to ask for more, but the addition of a chapter on
the microscope itself would have made the book of still

greater practical value.

Handbook of Travel-talk : Being a Collection oJ Questions,
Phrases, and Vocabularies in English, French, German, and
Italian. Nineteenth edition. London: Edward Stanford
1905. Pp. 688. Price 3s. 6d.-This small volume is

intended as a pocket companion for ready reference and in
apology to scholars the preface says at the outset that " even,
a scholar, who is able to read foreign works with tolerable
facility, may find himself at a loss when he comes to attempt,
the colloquial phraseology of the roadside or the terms

belonging to any particular art, science, or profession."
The truth of this remark is well known to any of us who,
with an academical knowledge of the language, have.
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attempted to travel in a foreign country. The handbook is

replete with information upon all practical points and quite
up to date, a section having been added especially dealing
with motoring. In this connexion the phrase, "I see a

policeman; go slowly," is decidedly significant and proves
that the salutary police-trap does not exist only on the
Brighton and Bath roads. The book would be a most useful

companion to any English traveller on the continent. By
the way, why is develop twice on one page spelt with a
terminal " e " ? 

________

JOURNALS AND MAGAZINES.

Edinburgh lledical .Tozcrnal.-The June number opens
with an address by Professor J. Chiene dealing with the origin
of tumours which he attributes to developmental defect--an
excess of " maternal influence," the exact meaning of which
is not very clear. An interesting paper on the Medico-Legal
Relations of Intemperance is contributed by Dr. Stanley B.
Atkinson, barrister-at-law. Mr. C. Ernest Pronger sets forth
views similar to those recently urged by him in our columns
(THE LANCET, June 10th, 1905, p. 1573) as to the far-

reaching effects upon health of errors of refraction and gives
notes of some cases illustrating this source of trouble. Dr.
Walter Ker records certain facts which, in his opinion, tend
to throw doubt upon the conveyance of small-pox by the air
to districts in the neighbourhood of a small-pox hospital.

Scottish Medical and Surgical Journal (June).-An
interesting address delivered to the Odonto-Chirurgical
Society of Scotland by Dr. G. Lovell Gulland upon
neuralgia forms the principal feature of this issue. The

relation of pain to morbid conditions of the mouth is
discussed and illustrations are added showing the distribu-
tion of such referred pain in the case of individual teeth.
Dr. A. H. F. Barbour narrates a case of climacteric hepmor-

rhage due to sclerosis of the uterine vessels and refers to the
literature of this condition, which is of some importance
in that curetting is incapable of effecting permanent arrest
of the bleeding and hysterectomy is necessary. Mr.
Alfred A. Young records some cases of perforated gastric
ulcers in which recovery occurred either with or without

operation.

Birmingham Medical Review.-In the May number of
this review is contained the first of the Ingleby lectures
upon Mentally Defective Children, by Dr. James Kerr. It

is full of interest, dealing as it does with conditions leading
to defects of speech and of allied functions. The curious
condition known as moral imbecility is also alluded to. We

hardly think that the term "ammoral" " as a synonym of
non-moral has much merit, and we hope that other writers
will not be tempted to adopt it. Dr. Alex. Findlay continues
his exposition of the application of physical chemistry to
medical and biological science and gives some illustrations
of the application of the theory of ionisation to explain
physiological phenomena. Dr. W. Arthur Foxwell writes a
short note upon insomnia, especially that occurring in gouty
subjects, and the possibility of treating it in some cases
without the administration of hypnotics.

New Inventions.
AN EMERGENCY POISONING CASE.

CASES of acute poisoning occur not infrequently in which 
proper treatment at the time would result in the saving of
life or the averting of serious consequences. Ready and
effective measures are indicated to obtain satisfactory results
in such cases and the general practitioner is sometimes not
in a position to take these measures. In order to supply this

want I have recently devised an emergency case, an illustra-
tion of which is here given. The case is compact and handy
and neatly finished in black leather. Its outside dimensions
are 12 inches long, four and a quarter inches wide, and six
inches high. The contents are as follows: one stomach tube,
one tongue forceps, one mouth gag, one two-ounce glass
syringe, and one hypodermic syringe. It also contains large
bottles of magnesium sulphate, of zinc sulphate in 20-grain
powders, powdered mustard, calcined magnesia, and chloroM
form. The one-ounce vials contain amyl nitrite, alcohol,

dialysed iron, acetic acid, oil of turpentine, and aromatic
spirit of ammonia. The half-ounce vials contain powdered
ipecacuanha, powdered opium, potassium bromide, chloral

hydrate, and potassium permanganate. The hypodermic
tablets are of strychnine sulphate, morphine sulphate, pilo-
carpine muriate, apomorphine hydrochlorate, nitroglycerine,
digitalis, and atropine sulphate. The case also contains
a manual on acute poisoning, giving special symptoms,
imple tests, chemical antidotes, physiological antagonists,
and treatment.
New York City. JOHN W. WAINWRIGHT, M.D.

A RHEOSTAT FOR USE WITH THE CYSTOSCOPE.

THE accompanying picture illustrates the rheostat made
for me by Mr. Trotter of Glasgow which I have found most
useful whenever electric light is available, as it saves carry-
ing secondary batteries. The rheostat works in connexion
with the ordinary electric light and is reduced through a 50
candle-power lamp, so that a steady cystoscopic light is

maintained without the anxiety of failure which so fre-

quently occurs with secondary batteries. The cost of the

rheostat is only 30s. and it is easily carried in an ordinary
small operating bag. It has been so useful to me that I
write this short note recommending it.

Glasgow.

J. CRAWFORD RENTON, M.D. Edin.,
Surgeon and Lecturer on Clinical Surgery, Western

Infirmary, Glasgow.


